
36th Annual Black Doll Show - Paper, Plastic, Ceramics and Wood 
December 10, 2016 – February 18 , 2017 
UPDATED Artwork Submission Deadline: November 18, 2016 
 
Call for Dolls 
The William Grant Still Arts Center is in the process of selection for its 36th Annual Black Doll Show. This year’s 
theme seeks to explore the use of natural elements and recycled materials. "Paper, Plastic, Ceramics and Wood " 
invites Los Angeles based artists to create dolls made from these materials, new and/or recycled. 
 
As an activist/artist, curator Rosalyn Myles has always been interested in reusing materials, reducing waste and 
exploring the different methods that are used around the world. The show's theme for 2016, selected by Rosalyn 
Myles, is influenced by artwork from African countries containing recycled materials, dried shells and seeds, 
repurposed rubber, vinyl, tin cans, old wood and even repurposed items of war. In sculptures, masks and furniture, 
one often finds household items, plastics ties and bits of metal, even human hair. This approach both serves the 
artist economically while being caring of the planet. Hopefully, artists will be excited to participate and search their 
studios and closets before running to the store. Perhaps everything needed is at home, the studio, the yard or the 
alley next door! 
 
History 
The William Grant Still Arts Center's Black Doll Show was inspired by a doll test conducted by Mamie and Kenneth 
Clark. The tests concluded that due to social stigmas, many black children preferred white dolls over black dolls. 
This test went on to become evidence in civil rights law suits. The Clarks became expert witnesses in the Brown vs. 
Board of Education case and their studies influenced the landmark decision to desegregate schools. This doll test 
was conducted again in 2006 by 17 year old filmmaker Kiri Davis, sadly with the same results. Motivated by the doll 
test, artist/curator Cecil Fergerson started the Black Doll Show in 1980. Wanting to change the negative self-image, 
Fergerson brought together handmade dolls by artists around the country into one exhibit. Through its many 
transformations, the Black Doll Show has been a celebration of black dolls from slavery, Jim Crow, freedom 
marches, music, dance, jazz, hip-hop, and more. The black doll show is the only exhibition like this in Los Angeles, 
and is one of the longest running shows of Black Dolls in the country. 
 
Submission Instructions 
Submissions will be accepted until November 18, 2016 and can be emailed to maryam.hosseinzadeh@lacity.org or 
photographs can be mailed or walked in by appointment to The William Grant Still Arts Center, 2520 S. West View 
St. Los Angeles, CA 90016. Notification of acceptance will take place by the week of November 21 and more details 
will be sent to accepted artists. 
 
Criteria 
Work should not be more than 2 years old. We would like dolls that depict all people of color, particularly those 
people that are African descendants including the diaspora. While we are interested in finding work made from the 4 
categories mentioned above, we are also open to other mediums (such as video/film or photography) that explore 
or depict these type of dolls. We are also open to different types of dolls (such as paper dolls, puppets, robots, etc.). 
There is no restriction on size or the number of submissions. Since this is a curated gallery exhibit, the submission 
process does not guarantee participation in the show. During the run of the show, the public will have an opportunity 
to attend doll making workshops which will be taught by long time community members and participants in the Black 
Doll Show. There may also be a day of talks with the show participants discussing their work. 
 
About the Guest Curator 
Rosalyn Myles is a Los Angeles native. She attended Mills College and received a BA in Fine Art from the California 
College of Arts. She has participated in previous Doll shows and some of the fine art shows here at the William 
Grant Still Arts Center as well as exhibiting nationally. Ms. Myles can be described as a multimedia artist with an 
emphasis on installation. Her love of Doll making began as a child and has grown over the years. Dolls are one of 
many media Myles chooses to expresses herself as an artist. 
 
The William Grant Still Arts Center 
2520 S. West View Street 
Los Angeles, California 90016 
323.734.1165 
wgsac.wordpress.com 
 
The William Grant Still Arts Center is a facility of the City of Los Angeles, Department of Cultural Affairs.  

https://wgsac.wordpress.com/

